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“To assure safe and healthful working conditions for
working men and women; by authorizing enforcement
of the standards developed under the Act; by assisting
and encouraging the States in their efforts to assure
safe and healthful working conditions; by providing
for research, information, education, and training in
the field of occupational safety and health.”

This guidance is not a standard or regulation, and

it creates no new legal obligations. It contains
recommendations as well as descriptions of
mandatory safety and health standards. The
recommendations are advisory in nature,
informational in content, and are intended to assist
employers in providing a safe and healthful workplace.
The Occupational Safety and Health Act requires
employers to comply with safety and health standards
and regulations promulgated by OSHA or by a state
with an OSHA-approved state plan. In addition, the
Act’s General Duty Clause, Section 5(a)(1), requires
employers to provide their employees with a
workplace free from recognized hazards likely to cause
death or serious physical harm.

Material contained in this publication is in the public
domain and may be reproduced, fully or partially, without
permission. Source credit is requested but not required.

This information will be made available to sensory-
impaired individuals upon request. Voice phone: (202)
693-1999; teletypewriter (TTY) number: 1-877-889-5627.
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Introduction

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a respiratory disease
caused by the SARS-CoV-2 virus. It has spread from China to
many other countries around the world, including the United
States. Depending on the severity of COVID-19’s international
impacts, outbreak conditions—including those rising to the level
of a pandemic—can affect all aspects of daily life, including
travel, trade, tourism, food supplies, and financial markets.

To reduce the impact of COVID-19 outbreak conditions on
businesses, workers, customers, and the public, it is important
for all employers to plan now for COVID-19. For employers who
have already planned for influenza pandemics, planning for
COVID-19 may involve updating plans to address the specific
exposure risks, sources of exposure, routes of transmission,
and other unique characteristics of SARS-CoV-2 (i.e., compared
to pandemic influenza viruses). Employers who have not
prepared for pandemic events should prepare themselves

and their workers as far in advance as possible of potentially
worsening outbreak conditions. Lack of continuity planning can
result in a cascade of failures as employers attempt to address
challenges of COVID-19 with insufficient resources and workers
who might not be adequately trained for jobs they may have to
perform under pandemic conditions.

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)
developed this COVID-19 planning guidance based on traditional
infection prevention and industrial hygiene practices. It focuses on
the need for employers to implement engineering, administrative,
and work practice controls and personal protective equipment
(PPE), as well as considerations for doing so.

This guidance is intended for planning purposes. Employers
and workers should use this planning guidance to help
identify risk levels in workplace settings and to determine
any appropriate control measures to implement. Additional
guidance may be needed as COVID-19 outbreak conditions
change, including as new information about the virus, its
transmission, and impacts, becomes available.
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The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) provides the

latest information about COVID-19 and the global outbreak:
www,cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov.

The OSHA COVID-19 webpage offers information specifically
for workers and employers: www.osha.gov/covid-19.

This guidance is advisory in nature and informational in
content. It is not a standard or a regulation, and it neither
creates new legal obligations nor alters existing obligations
created by OSHA standards or the Occupational Safety and
Health Act (OSH Act). Pursuant to the OSH Act, employers
must comply with safety and health standards and regulations
issued and enforced either by OSHA or by an OSHA-approved
State Plan. In addition, the OSH Act’s General Duty Clause,
Section 5(a)(1), requires employers to provide their employees
with a workplace free from recognized hazards likely to cause
death or serious physical harm. OSHA-approved State Plans
may have standards, regulations and enforcement policies that
are different from, but at least as effective as, OSHA's. Check
with your State Plan, as applicable, for more information.

About COVID-19

Symptoms of COVID-19

Infection with SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, can
cause illness ranging from mild to severe and, in some cases,
can be fatal. Symptoms typically include fever, cough, and
shortness of breath. Some people infected with the virus have
reported experiencing other non-respiratory symptoms. Other
people, referred to as asymptomatic cases, have experienced
no symptoms at all.

According to the CDC, symptoms of COVID-19 may appear in
as few as 2 days or as long as 14 days after exposure.

OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH ADMINISTRATION
4



How COVID-19 Spreads

Although the first human cases of COVID-19 likely resulted
from exposure to infected animals, infected people can spread
SARS-CoV-2 to other people.

The virus is thought to Medium exposure risk
spread mainly from person- jobs include those that
to-person, including: require frequent and/or

close contact with (i.e.,
u Between people who within 6 feet of) other people

are in close contact who may be infected with
with one another (within SARS-CoV-2.

about 6 feet).

m Through respiratory
droplets produced when an infected person coughs or
sneezes. These droplets can land in the mouths or noses of
people who are nearby or possibly be inhaled into the lungs.

It may be possible that a person can get COVID-19 by touching
a surface or object that has SARS-CoV-2 on it and then
touching their own mouth, nose, or possibly their eyes, but this
is not thought to be the primary way the virus spreads.

People are thought to be most contagious when they are most
symptomatic (i.e., experiencing fever, cough, and/or shortness
of breath). Some spread might be possible before people
show symptoms; there have been reports of this type of
asymptomatic transmission with this new coronavirus, but this
is also not thought to be the main way the virus spreads.

Although the United States has implemented public health
measures to limit the spread of the virus, it is likely that some
person-to-person transmission will continue to occur.

The CDC website provides the latest information about
COVID-19 transmission: www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
about/transmission.html.
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| be absent because they are
amily members; are caregivers
care centers are closed; have
as immunocompromised

d to come to work because of

ierce. Consumer demand for
wention (e.g., respirators) is
y, while consumer interest in
nsumers may also change
shopping patterns because of a COVID-19 outbreak.
Consumers may try to shop at off-peak hours to reduce
contact with other people, show increased interest in home
delivery services, or prefer other options, such as drive-
through service, to reduce person-to-person contact.
Interrupted supply/delivery. Shipments of items from
geographic areas severely affected by COVID-19 may be
delayed or cancelled with or without notification.

This illustration, created at the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), reveals
ultrastructural morphology exhibited by the
2019 Novel Coronavirus {2019-nCoV). Note
the spikes that adorn the outer surface of

the virus, which impart the look of a corona
surrounding the virion, when viewed electron
microscopically. This virus was identified as
the cause of an outbreak of respiratory illness
first detected in Wuhan, China.

Photo: COC / Alissa Eckert & Dan Higgins
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